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New EPFO directive requires Form 5A display at 
workplace

‘Form 5A’, also referred to as the Return of Ownership, is an 

essential compliance document under the Employees’ 

Provident Funds & Miscellaneous Provisions Act, 1952 (the 

EPF Act). It mandates establishments covered thereunder to 

provide details of ownership, management, and branch offices 

to the Employees’ Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO). Over 

time, the EPFO has issued several directives to enhance 

transparency and ensure timely updates of this information.

The EPFO has recently issued a Circular1 mandating that all 

establishments prominently display an extract of Form 5A 

either at the entrance of their premises or on their official 

website.
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Executive summary

_____________________________________ 

1 EPFO Circular - https://www.epfindia.gov.in/site_docs/PDFs/Circulars/Y2025-

2026/Para78(3)_Circular_07102025.pdf dated 07 October 2025, Accessed on 13 October 2025

https://www.epfindia.gov.in/site_docs/PDFs/Circulars/Y2025-2026/Para78(3)_Circular_07102025.pdf
https://www.epfindia.gov.in/site_docs/PDFs/Circulars/Y2025-2026/Para78(3)_Circular_07102025.pdf
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Accordingly, as per the order issued by the Central 

Provident Fund Commissioner, employers of 

establishment covered under the EPF Act are 

directed to ensure prominent display of the extract of 

Form 5A at the entrance of the establishment or on 

the website along with mobile application of the 

establishment.

All establishments are required to comply within 15 

days of the order. Failure to comply may result in 

legal action under the EPF Act.
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Background

Return of Ownership (Form 5A) requires 

establishments covered under the EPF Act to submit 

comprehensive details regarding ownership, 

management, and branch offices to the EPFO. To 

improve transparency and ensure timely updates, the 

EPFO issued directives emphasizing accurate 

ownership records and digital compliance. The 

circular dated 30 December 20142 mandated 

employers to update Form 5A whenever there were 

changes in ownership, management, or branch 

details to enhance accountability and facilitate 

inspections. Subsequently, the circular dated 25 

February 20153 introduced mandatory online filing of 

Form 5A through EPFO’s unified portal, aligning with 

its broader initiative to reduce paperwork and improve 

efficiency.

_____________________________________ 

2 EPFO Circular - No. C-III/Compliance-2001/Cir/E.IL
3 EPFO Circular - No. Compliance/U/P78/2022/ Advocacy/ 55643/ 13179 

Our comments

The EPFO has introduced a new requirement to 

display Form 5A at the entrance of every 

establishment. This aligns with similar obligation 

under other laws that require certain statutory 

information to be displayed at the premises. 

Displaying Form 5A helps visitors and employees 

understand key details about the establishment, 

such as ownership and other particulars. 

Employers are encouraged to comply with this 

recent requirement from the EPFO. 

Key highlights of the Circular

The EPFO has recently issued a Circular mandating 

that all establishments prominently display an extract 

of Form 5A either at the entrance of their premises or 

on their official website.
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