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Extension of deadline for conversion of Person of Indian 
Origin (PIO) card into Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) card 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 06 January 2017 

Background 

In January 2015, the Indian government had merged 
the Person of Indian Origin (PIO) and Overseas Citizen 
of India (OCI) schemes through the Citizenship 
(Amendment) Act, 20151. Under the merged scheme, 
existing PIO cardholders could enjoy the same benefits 
as that of OCI cardholders, and the issuance of new 
PIO cards was restricted.  

Accordingly, the government recommended that all 
PIO cardholders apply for OCI cards in lieu of their 
existing PIO cards. The last date for submission of 
such applications was earlier declared as 31 
December 20162.  

Key change 
However, as per a recent announcement3 from the 
government, the due date for the submission of 
applications for conversion of PIO card to OCI card 
has been extended by six months to 30 June 2017. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_________ 

1 For our earlier flash news, refer link 
2 MEA press release dated 20 June 2016 
3 mha.nic.in 
 
 

 

 

 

Our comments 
While the government has been quite liberal with 
timelines until now, it is advisable that existing PIO 
cardholders make the maximum use of this 
extended window and apply for the conversion of 
their PIO cards to OCI cards. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

https://home.kpmg.com/content/dam/kpmg/pdf/2015/02/OCI-PIO.pdf
https://mea.gov.in/press-releases.htm?dtl/26929/Merger+of+PIO+and+OCI+Cards
http://mha1.nic.in/pdfs/Extensiondeadline_27122016.PDF
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