
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exempted establishments have to file online monthly return through 
new updated software launched by Employees’ Provident Fund 
Organisation 

 

5 June 2017 

Background 

In 1952, the Indian Government introduced a 

mandatory savings scheme, for non-government 

employees, known as the Employees’ Provident 

Fund Scheme (EPFS). In this scheme, both the 

employee and the employer are required to make 

a contribution to the Employees’ Provident Fund 

(EPF). 

The government also permitted employers to 

establish and manage their own private PF trusts, 

subject to the conditions prescribed under the 

Employees’ Provident Funds and Miscellaneous 

Provisions Act, 1952 (EPF Act) and the Income 

Tax Act, 1961 (IT Act). Such establishments are 

known as exempted establishments under the 

EPF Act. 

As part of e- governance programme of 

Employees’ Provident Fund Organisation (EPFO), 

an online e-Return format was launched on 12 

January 2014 for the establishments having 

relaxation or exemption from the provisions of the 

EPFS under the EPF Act. The salient features of 

the return were highlighted in the circular
1
 issued 

by EPFO on 27 March 2014. 

 

 

____________ 

1
 EPFO Circular http://www.epfindia.com/site_docs/PDFs/Circulars/Y2013-

2014/Exem_OnlineE_Return_27552.pdf 

Accessed on 5 June 2017 
  

 

 

 

 

 

Recently, EPFO has issued another circular
2
 in this 

regard which states that in order to streamline the 

monitoring and supervision of the performance of 

exempted Trusts under the EPF Act and various 

Schemes framed thereunder, a new software has 

been launched on 27 May 2017. 

Highlights of the circular 

 All the exempted Trusts have been advised to 

submit the pending online returns from October 

2016 till date.  

 The returns for every wage month are to be 

filed by 15
th
 of the month following the month 

of payment of contributions for the wage 

month. Hence all returns pending upto the 

wage month of April 2017 may be filed online 

latest by 15 June 2017. 

 The performance of all the exempted Trusts/ 

Establishments will be monitored on regular 

basis and ranks will be assigned and the same 

shall be published periodically on the EPFO 

website. 

 

 

____________ 

2
 EPFO Circular http://www.epfindia.com/site_docs/PDFs/Circulars/Y2017-

2018/Exem_OnlineFilingReturn_ExEstt_29052017.pdf 

Accessed on 5 June 2017 
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 The various items of data required for filing new 

online returns are:- 

 Claims (Numbers) received during the 
month and settled with percentage of 
settlement. 

 Date of transfer of contributions to the Trust. 

 Investment of surplus funds in securities/ 
bonds as per pattern of investment within 
stipulated time. 

 Rate of interest declared for the previous 
financial year. 

 Date of filing returns online. 

 Non filing of returns for three consecutive 

months will result in cancellation of exemption 

granted to the establishment. 

Our comments 

The software launched by EPFO for filing returns 

aims to streamline and monitor the performance of 

the exempted establishments and to improve the 

functioning of the exempted establishments under 

the EPF Act. 

It is imperative for establishments who are running 

private PF trusts to make proper compliances under 

the EPF Act and review their compliances on a 

regular basis to enjoy continued exemption.  
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Ahmedabad 

Commerce House V, 9th Floor,  

902 & 903, Near Vodafone House, 

Corporate Road, 

Prahlad Nagar, 

 Ahmedabad – 380 051 

Tel: +91 79 4040 2200 

Fax: +91 79 4040 2244 

 

Bengaluru 

Maruthi Info-Tech Centre 

11-12/1, Inner Ring Road 

Koramangala, Bengaluru 560 071 

Tel: +91 80 3980 6000 

Fax: +91 80 3980 6999 

 

Chandigarh 

SCO 22-23 (Ist Floor)  

Sector 8C, Madhya Marg  

Chandigarh 160 009 

Tel: +91 172 393 5777/781  

Fax: +91 172 393 5780 

 

Chennai 

No.10, Mahatma Gandhi Road 

Nungambakkam 

Chennai 600 034 

Tel: +91 44 3914 5000 

Fax: +91 44 3914 5999 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gurgaon 

Building No.10, 8th Floor 

DLF Cyber City, Phase II 

Gurgaon, Haryana 122 002 

Tel: +91 124 307 4000 

Fax: +91 124 254 9101 

 

Hyderabad 

8-2-618/2 

Reliance Humsafar, 4th Floor 

Road No.11, Banjara Hills 

Hyderabad 500 034 

Tel: +91 40 3046 5000 

Fax: +91 40 3046 5299 

 

Kochi 

Syama Business Center  

3rd Floor, NH By Pass Road,  

Vytilla, Kochi – 682019  

Tel: +91 484 302 7000  

Fax: +91 484 302 7001 

 

Kolkata 

Unit No. 603 – 604,  

6th Floor, Tower – 1,  

Godrej Waterside,  

Sector – V, Salt Lake,  

Kolkata 700 091  

Tel: +91 33 44034000  

Fax: +91 33 44034199 

 

 

Mumbai 

Lodha Excelus, Apollo Mills 

N. M. Joshi Marg 

Mahalaxmi, Mumbai 400 011 

Tel: +91 22 3989 6000 

Fax: +91 22 3983 6000 

 

Noida 

6th Floor, Tower A 

Advant Navis Business Park 

Plot No. 07, Sector 142 

Noida Express Way 

Noida 201 305 

Tel: +91 0120 386 8000 

Fax: +91 0120 386 8999 

 

Pune 

703, Godrej Castlemaine 

Bund Garden 

Pune 411 001 

Tel: +91 20 3050 4000 

Fax: +91 20 3050 4010 

 

Vadodara  

iPlex India Private Limited,  

1st floor office space, No. 1004,  

Vadodara Hyper, Dr. V S Marg   

Alkapuri 

Vadodara 390 007  

Tel: +91 0265 235 1085/232 2607/232 2672 

 


